ELISHA (E li' shuh) Personal name meaning, “my God is salvation.” A ninth century B.C. Israelite prophet, son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah (1 Kings 19:16).

His Name and Call Experience Elisha was plowing one day when “Elijah passed by him, and cast his mantle upon him.” (1 Kings 19:19). This action symbolically manifested God’s plan to bestow the prophetic powers of Elijah upon Elisha. The chosen one understood the call of God for, “he left the oxen, and ran after Elijah.... “ (1 Kings 19:20). That Elisha felt the call of prophetic succession is again clear following Elijah’s dramatic ascent into heaven. There Elisha “took up also the mantle of Elijah that fell from him.... “ (2 Kings 2:13).

The beginning of Elisha’s ministry should be dated to the last years of King Ahab’s rule (1 Kings 19) or approximately 850 B.C. The prophet then served faithfully during the reigns of Ahaziah (about 853 B.C.), Jehoram or Joram (852 B.C.), Jehu (c. 841 B.C.), Jehoahaz (c. 814 B.C.), and Jehoash or Joash (798 B.C.). Second Kings 1-13 preserves the details of Elisha’s ministry which ranged from about 850-800 B.C.

2 Ki 2:1  And it came to pass, when the LORD would take up Elijah into heaven by a whirlwind, that Elijah went with Elisha from Gilgal.

2 Ki 2:2  And Elijah said unto Elisha, Tarry here, I pray thee; for the LORD hath sent me to Bethel. And Elisha said unto him, As the LORD liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee. So they went down to Bethel.


Tarry Here:  You can stay here in this place.

Tarry: 3427. yashab, yaw-shab'; a prim. root; prop. to sit down (spec. as judge. in ambush, in quiet); by impl. to dwell, to remain: causat. to settle, to marry:-- (make to) abide (-ing), continue, (cause to, make to) dwell (-ing), ease self, endure, establish, X fail, habitation, haunt, (make to) inhabit (-ant), make to keep [house], lurking, X marry (-ing), (bring again to) place, remain, return, seat, set (-tle), (down-) sit (-down, still, -ting down, -ting [place] -uate), take, tarry.

Elijah new he was head for something new.  He gave Elisha the release from this phase of his servanthood.  

This is where you go from servanthood to sonship.  The extra mile.  This how you receive a double portion anointing.  The portion of a servant plus the portion of a son.

2 Ki 2:3  And the sons of the prophets that were at Bethel came forth to Elisha, and said unto him, Knowest thou that the LORD will take away thy master from thy head to day? And he said, Yea, I know it; hold ye your peace.

2 Ki 2:4  And Elijah said unto him, Elisha, tarry here, I pray thee; for the LORD hath sent me to Jericho. And he said, As the LORD liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee. So they came to Jericho.

2 Ki 2:5  And the sons of the prophets that were at Jericho came to Elisha, and said unto him, Knowest thou that the LORD will take away thy master from thy head to day? And he answered, Yea, I know it; hold ye your peace.

When you know where you are going.  When you know your future.  you can hold your peace.  

Peace is:  Promise anchored in faith.  

PEACE: 2814. chashah, khaw-shaw'; a prim. root; to hush or keep quiet:--hold peace, keep silence, be silent, (be) still.

2 Ki 2:6  And Elijah said unto him, Tarry, I pray thee, here; for the LORD hath sent me to Jordan. And he said, As the LORD liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee. And they two went on.

Elisha knew that Elijah was being promoted.  He said I gonna go to.  He knew what it was like just before a miracles happen.  He had learned the ways of God.  He knew that something was up. Or going up and he was going with it.

Elisha said take me with you.

2 Ki 2:7  And fifty men of the sons of the prophets went, and stood to view afar off: and they two stood by Jordan.

50 stood far off.  

When God’s about to move get near a man of God.  

Get close to your leader.

The RIVER JORDON

What Happens when you face death.  

Elisha’s faith said.  I will live and die with you.

2 Ki 2:8  And Elijah took his mantle, and wrapped it together, and smote the waters, and they were divided hither and thither, so that they two went over on dry ground.

Mantle: 155. 'addereth, ad-deh'-reth; fem. of H117; something ample (as a large vine, a wide dress); also the same as H145:--garment, glory, goodly, mantle, robe.

Elijah let Elisha cross over on His glory.  THEY  TWO went over on HIS mantle.

Elijah is taken up into heaven

2 Ki 2:9  And it came to pass, when they were gone over, that Elijah said unto Elisha, Ask what I shall do for thee, before I be taken away from thee. And Elisha said, I pray thee, let a double portion of thy spirit be upon me.

2 Ki 2:10  And he said, Thou hast asked a hard thing: nevertheless, if thou see me when I am taken from thee, it shall be so unto thee; but if not, it shall not be so.

2 Ki 2:11  And it came to pass, as they still went on, and talked, that, behold, there appeared a chariot of fire, and horses of fire, and parted them both asunder; and Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven.

2 Ki 2:12  And Elisha saw it, and he cried, My father, my father, the chariot of Israel, and the horsemen thereof. And he saw him no more: and he took hold of his own clothes, and rent them in two pieces.

From servant to son.  You’ll never be a son until you learned to be a servant.

2 Ki 3:11  But Jehoshaphat said, Is there not here a prophet of the LORD, that we may inquire of the LORD by him? And one of the king of Israel's servants answered and said, Here is Elisha the son of Shaphat, which poured water on the hands of Elijah.

This is where you go from servanthood to sonship.  The extra mile.  This how you receive a double portion anointing.  The portion of a servant plus the portion of a son.

Elisha is manifested to be Elijah's successor

2 Ki 2:13  He took up also the mantle of Elijah that fell from him, and went back, and stood by the bank of Jordan;

2 Ki 2:14  And he took the mantle of Elijah that fell from him, and smote the waters, and said, Where is the LORD God of Elijah? and when he also had smitten the waters, they parted hither and thither: and Elisha went over.

2 Ki 2:15  And when the sons of the prophets which were to view at Jericho saw him, they said, The spirit of Elijah doth rest on Elisha. And they came to meet him, and bowed themselves to the ground before him.

