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How Birds Loose Their Song
Inspiration:

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Desired Goal:

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Premise:

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Humor:

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Opening:

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Opening Scripture:

(1 Corinthians 5:6)  Your glorying is not good. Know ye not that a little leaven leaveneth the whole lump?

Opening Illustration:

A man  had a fine canary whose song was unusually beautiful. During the summer, it seemed a shame to keep the bird inside the house all the time. So the owner placed the cage in a nearby tree for the bird to enjoy the sunshine and the fresh air. 

   Many sparrows frequented the tree and were attracted to the cage. At first the canary was frightened, but soon enjoyed his companions. But gradually and almost imperceptibly he lost the sweetness of the song. By the end of the summer his "singing" was little more than the twitter of the sparrows. Spending his summer in the wrong environment caused the canary to lose his finest song. 

   -- Jerry Lock, "Church Music World" (Nov./Dec. 1985). Christianity Today, Vol. 30, no. 4. 

See: 1 Co 5:6; Gal 5:7-12
Point #1 Topic Here
Point #1:

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Illustation #1:

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Scripture Re. #1:

(Galatians 5:1-10)  Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage. {2} Behold, I Paul say unto you, that if ye be circumcised, Christ shall profit you nothing. {3} For I testify again to every man that is circumcised, that he is a debtor to do the whole law. {4} Christ is become of no effect unto you, whosoever of you are justified by the law; ye are fallen from grace. {5} For we through the Spirit wait for the hope of righteousness by faith. {6} For in Jesus Christ neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor uncircumcision; but faith which worketh by love. {7} Ye did run well; who did hinder you that ye should not obey the truth? {8} This persuasion cometh not of him that calleth you. {9} A little leaven leaveneth the whole lump. {10} I have confidence in you through the Lord, that ye will be none otherwise minded: but he that troubleth you shall bear his judgment, whosoever he be.

Entangled:  1758. enecho, en-ekh'-o; from G1722 and G2192; to hold in or upon, i.e. ensnare; by impl. to keep a grudge:--entangle with, have a quarrel against, urge.
Yoke:  2218. zugos, dzoo-gos'; from the root of  zeugnumi (to join espec. by a "yoke"); a coupling, i.e. (fig.) servitude a law or obligation); also (lit.) the beam of the balance (as connecting the scales):--pair of balances, yoke.
Faith: 4102. pistis, pis'-tis; from G3982; persuasion, i.e. credence; mor. conviction (of religious truth, or the truthfulness of God or a religious teacher), espec. reliance upon Christ for salvation; abstr. constancy in such profession; by extens. the system of religious (Gospel) truth itself:--assurance, belief, believe, faith, fidelity.
Worketh: 1754. energeo, en-erg-eh'-o; from G1756; to be active, efficient:--do, (be) effectual (fervent), be mighty in, shew forth self, work (effectually in)

Love: 26. agape, ag-ah'-pay; from G25; love, i.e. affection or benevolence; spec. (plur.) a love-feast:--(feast of) charity ([-ably]), dear, love.

Point #2 Topic Here
Point #2:

Faith: 4102. pistis, pis'-tis; from G3982; persuasion, i.e. credence; mor. conviction (of religious truth, or the truthfulness of God or a religious teacher), espec. reliance upon Christ for salvation; abstr. constancy in such profession; by extens. the system of religious (Gospel) truth itself:--assurance, belief, believe, faith, fidelity.

Worketh: 1754. energeo, en-erg-eh'-o; from G1756; to be active, efficient:--do, (be) effectual (fervent), be mighty in, shew forth self, work (effectually in)

Love: 26. agape, ag-ah'-pay; from G25; love, i.e. affection or benevolence; spec. (plur.) a love-feast:--(feast of) charity ([-ably]), dear, love.

Illustation #2:

   There are two types of people in the world--those who come into a room and say, "Here I am!" and those who say, "Ah, there you are!" 

   --James S. Hewett, Illustrations Unlimited (Wheaton: Tyndale House Publishers, Inc, 1988) p. 41.
Scripture Re. #2:

 (Galatians 5:6)  For in Jesus Christ neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor uncircumcision; but faith which worketh by love.

Point #3 Topic Here
Point #3:

Compassion:  4697. splagchnizomai, splangkh-nid'-zom-ahee; mid. from G4698; to have the bowels yearn, i.e. (fig.) feel sympathy, to pity:--have (be moved with) compassion.
Illustation #3:

  I love, my God, but with no love of mine, 

   For I have none to give; 

   I love thee, Lord, but all the love is thine, 

   For by thy love I live. 

      Madame Jeanne Marie de La Mothe Guyon (1648-1717) 
Scripture Re. #3:

(Luke 10:25-37)  And, behold, a certain lawyer stood up, and tempted him, saying, Master, what shall I do to inherit eternal life? {26} He said unto him, What is written in the law? how readest thou? {27} And he answering said, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy strength, and with all thy mind; and thy neighbour as thyself. {28} And he said unto him, Thou hast answered right: this do, and thou shalt live. {29} But he, willing to justify himself, said unto Jesus, And who is my neighbour?
 {30} And Jesus answering said, A certain man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among thieves, which stripped him of his raiment, and wounded him, and departed, leaving him half dead. {31} And by chance there came down a certain priest that way: and when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. {32} And likewise a Levite, when he was at the place, came and looked on him, and passed by on the other side. {33} But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he was: and when he saw him, he had compassion on him, {34} And went to him, and bound up his wounds, pouring in oil and wine, and set him on his own beast, and brought him to an inn, and took care of him. {35} And on the morrow when he departed, he took out two pence, and gave them to the host, and said unto him, Take care of him; and whatsoever thou spendest more, when I come again, I will repay thee. {36} Which now of these three, thinkest thou, was neighbour unto him that fell among the thieves? {37} And he said, He that showed mercy on him. Then said Jesus unto him, Go, and do thou likewise.

Closing Topic Here
Closing Point:

What Hyppocrites love:  
(Luke 11:43)  Woe unto you, Pharisees! for ye love the uppermost seats in the synagogues, and greetings in the markets.

(Luke 20:46)  Beware of the scribes, which desire to walk in long robes, and love greetings in the markets, and the highest seats in the synagogues, and the chief rooms at feasts;

Closing Illustation:

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Closing Scripture Re. :

(Luke 16:13-14)  No servant can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon. {14} And the Pharisees also, who were covetous, heard all these things: and they derided him.
Covetous:  5366. philarguros, fil-ar'-goo-ros; from G5384 and G696; fond of silver (money), i.e. avaricious:--covetous.

