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Perception Deception
Inspiration:

Desired Goal:

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Premise:

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Humor:

   A favorite joke among San Francisco lawyers concerns the phony who fakes an injury in an auto accident, comes to court in a wheel chair, and is awarded two hundred thousand dollars. When the verdict is announced, the insurance company lawyer snaps, "You're going to be tailed by a private eye wherever you go from now on, and as soon as you take one step out of that wheelchair, we'll throw you in jail." The phony smiles and advises the lawyer pleasantly, "Don't go to all that trouble. I'm going from here to the Waldorf in New York, then to the Savoy in London, then to the Ritz in Paris, then on to the French Riviera--and after that to Lourdes for the miracle." 

   --James S. Hewett, Illustrations Unlimited (Wheaton: Tyndale House Publishers, Inc, 1988) p. 288. [7/1996.922}
Opening:

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Opening Scripture:

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Opening Illustration:

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Point #1 Topic Here
Point #1:

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Illustation #1:

  This notice appeared in the window of a store in New York City: "Don't be fooled by imitators who claim to be going out of business. We have been going out of business longer than anyone on this block." 

   --James S. Hewett, Illustrations Unlimited (Wheaton: Tyndale House Publishers, Inc, 1988) p. 287.  [7/1996.917] Title: Going Out of Business
Scripture Re. #1:

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Point #2 Manipulation Versus Persuasion
Point #2:

   We are inclined to believe those whom we do not know because they have never deceived us. 

   -- Samuel Johnson
Illustation #2:

The line between manipulative and persuasive motivators is very difficult to draw sometimes. The manipulative person is persuasive and deceptive. You may get manipulated into doing something because of trickery. For example, a woman who is pretending to be hurt and doesn't really feel that way is being a manipulator. Her emotions are delivered in counterfeit form. A persuasive person, on the other hand, seeks to convince people because he believes that following his course will be best, most successful. 

   F. Lee Bailey 

   --James S. Hewett, Illustrations Unlimited (Wheaton: Tyndale House Publishers, Inc, 1988), p. 406. [7/1996.1337]
Scripture Re. #2:

   Let no man deceive you with vain words. 

· Ephesians 5:6

Point #3 Chickens Coming to Roost
Point #3:

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Illustation #3:

   John Smith was a loyal carpenter, working for a very successful building contractor who called him into his office one day and said, "John, I'm putting you in charge of the next house we build. I want you to order all the materials and oversee the whole job from the ground up." 

   John accepted the assignment with great enthusiasm and excitement. For ten days before ground was broken at the building site, John studied the blueprints. He checked every measurement, every specification. Suddenly he had a thought. "If I am really in charge," he said to himself, "why couldn't I cut a few corners, use less expensive materials, and put the extra money in my pocket? Who would know the difference? Once the house is painted, it will look just great." 

   So John set about his scheme. He ordered second-grade lumber, but his reports indicated that it was top-grade. He ordered inexpensive concrete for the foundation, put in cheap wiring, and cut every corner he could, yet he reported the purchase of much better materials. When the home was completed and fully painted, he asked the contractor to come and see it. 

   "John," said the contractor, "what a magnificent job you have done! You have been such a good and faithful carpenter all these years that I have decided to show my gratitude by giving you this house you have built, as a gift!" [7/1996.925] Deceipt
Scripture Re. #3:

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Closing Topic Here
Closing Point:

The easiest person to deceive is one's own self. 

   Edward George Bulwer-Lytton (1803-1873)

Closing Illustation:

There is a legend about an Arab prince who had a beautiful horse that all men admired. One man in particular tried to buy the horse, but the owner would set no price. One day the prince was riding across the desert. He saw the body of a man lying in the path, apparently exhausted. The prince dismounted and put the unfortunate traveler on his horse. Immediately the traveler revived, straightened up, and rode off. It was the very man who had tried so often to buy the prince's horse. Now he had obtained him without paying anything. "Wait!" cried the prince. "Please tell no one how you got that horse." "Why?" laughed the thief. "Are you afraid they will laugh at you?" "No," said the prince. "I am afraid it might hinder someone from offering help to some other traveler whose need is genuine." 

   -- Robert C. Shannon, 1000 Windows, (Cincinnati, Ohio: Standard Publishing Company, 1997). 

See:  Rom 12:13; 1 John 3:17  [3/1998.1030]x
Closing Scripture Re. :

Rom 12:13; 1 John 3:17  xx
(Jeremiah 9)  Oh that my head were waters, and mine eyes a fountain of tears, that I might weep day and night for the slain of the daughter of my people! {2} Oh that I had in the wilderness a lodging place of wayfaring men; that I might leave my people, and go from them! for they be all adulterers, an assembly of treacherous men. 

{3} And they bend their tongues like their bow for lies: but they are not valiant for the truth upon the earth; for they proceed from evil to evil, and they know not me, saith the LORD.
 {4} Take ye heed every one of his neighbour, and trust ye not in any brother: for every brother will utterly supplant, and every neighbour will walk with slanders. {5} And they will deceive every one his neighbour, and will not speak the truth: they have taught their tongue to speak lies, and weary themselves to commit iniquity.
 {6} Thine habitation is in the midst of deceit; through deceit they refuse to know me, saith the LORD. 
{7} Therefore thus saith the LORD of hosts, Behold, I will melt them, and try them; for how shall I do for the daughter of my people? {8} Their tongue is as an arrow shot out; it speaketh deceit: one speaketh peaceably to his neighbour with his mouth, but in heart he layeth his wait. 
{9} Shall I not visit them for these things? saith the LORD: shall not my soul be avenged on such a nation as this? 
{10} For the mountains will I take up a weeping and wailing, and for the habitations of the wilderness a lamentation, because they are burned up, so that none can pass through them; neither can men hear the voice of the cattle; both the fowl of the heavens and the beast are fled; they are gone. {11} And I will make Jerusalem heaps, and a den of dragons; and I will make the cities of Judah desolate, without an inhabitant. 
{12} Who is the wise man, that may understand this? and who is he to whom the mouth of the LORD hath spoken, that he may declare it, for what the land perisheth and is burned up like a wilderness, that none passeth through? 
{13} And the LORD saith, Because they have forsaken my law which I set before them, and have not obeyed my voice, neither walked therein; {14} But have walked after the imagination of their own heart, and after Baalim, which their fathers taught them: 
{15} Therefore thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Behold, I will feed them, even this people, with wormwood, and give them water of gall to drink. {16} I will scatter them also among the heathen, whom neither they nor their fathers have known: and I will send a sword after them, till I have consumed them. 
{17} Thus saith the LORD of hosts, Consider ye, and call for the mourning women, that they may come; and send for cunning women, that they may come: {18} And let them make haste, and take up a wailing for us, that our eyes may run down with tears, and our eyelids gush out with waters. {19} For a voice of wailing is heard out of Zion, How are we spoiled! we are greatly confounded, because we have forsaken the land, because our dwellings have cast us out. 
{20} Yet hear the word of the LORD, O ye women, and let your ear receive the word of his mouth, and teach your daughters wailing, and every one her neighbour lamentation. {21} For death is come up into our windows, and is entered into our palaces, to cut off the children from without, and the young men from the streets. 
{22} Speak, Thus saith the LORD, Even the carcases of men shall fall as dung upon the open field, and as the handful after the harvestman, and none shall gather them.
 {23} Thus saith the LORD, Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom, neither let the mighty man glory in his might, let not the rich man glory in his riches: 
{24} But let him that glorieth glory in this, that he understandeth and knoweth me, 
that I am the LORD which exercise lovingkindness, judgment, and righteousness, in the earth: for in these things I delight, saith the LORD. 
{25} Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will punish all them which are circumcised with the uncircumcised; {26} Egypt, and Judah, and Edom, and the children of Ammon, and Moab, and all that are in the utmost corners, that dwell in the wilderness: for all these nations are uncircumcised, and all the house of Israel are uncircumcised in the heart.
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Main Entry: de·cep·tion 


Pronunciation: di-'sep-sh&n
Function: noun
Etymology: Middle English decepcioun, from Middle French deception, from Late Latin deception-, deceptio, from Latin decipere to deceive
Date: 15th century
1 a : the act of deceiving b : the fact or condition of being deceived
2 : something that deceives : TRICK
- de·cep·tion·al 

/-sh&-n&l/ adjective
synonyms DECEPTION, FRAUD, DOUBLE-DEALING, SUBTERFUGE, TRICKERY mean the acts or practices of one who deliberately deceives. DECEPTION may or may not imply blameworthiness, since it may suggest cheating or merely tactical resource <magicians are masters of deception>. FRAUD always implies guilt and often criminality in act or practice <indicted for fraud>. DOUBLE-DEALING suggests treachery or at least action contrary to a professed attitude <a go-between suspected of double-dealing>. SUBTERFUGE suggests the adoption of a stratagem or the telling of a lie in order to escape guilt or to gain an end <obtained the papers by subterfuge>. TRICKERY implies ingenious acts intended to dupe or cheat <resorted to trickery to gain their ends>.
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Main Entry: per·ceive 


Pronunciation: p&r-'sEv
Function: transitive verb
Inflected Form(s): per·ceived; per·ceiv·ing
Etymology: Middle English, from Middle French perceivre, from Latin percipere, from per- thoroughly + capere to take -- more at HEAVE
Date: 14th century
1 a : to attain awareness or understanding of b : to regard as being such <perceived threats> <was perceived as a loser>
2 : to become aware of through the senses; especially : SEE, OBSERVE
- per·ceiv·able 

/-'sE-v&-b&l/ adjective
- per·ceiv·ably 

/-blE/ adverb
- per·ceiv·er noun 
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Entry Word: perceive
Function: verb
Text: Synonyms SEE 1, behold, descry, discern, distinguish, espy, mark, mind, note, observe
Related Word divine, identify, realize, recognize; grasp, seize, take; apprehend
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